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SAU Tech Adult Education Center provided an opportunity for 12 
students to participate in the Integrated Education and Training 
Certified Nursing Assistant course.  This course was designed to 
improve the basic skills of our students, provide education to 
prepare the students for WAGE™ certifications, and provide training 
to prepare for licensing as a CNA.   

During the six-week course (January 7 - February 21, 2019), the 
students had the opportunity to engage in 130 hours of training 
towards a CNA certificate, as well as complete components towards 
WAGE certificates.  SAU Tech partnered with Southern Arkansas 
University, so that students could transfer their knowledge from the 
textbook into application in the Nursing Department’s state of the art 
Skills Simulation Lab.  SAU Tech also partnered with Wentworth 
Place to complete background checks, TB tests, and clinicals for the 
CNA students.  Finally, SAU Tech partnered with Title 1 and Arkansas 
Rehabilitation Services to purchase red scrubs for six of the 
students. This could not have been possible without the support and 
guidance of SAU Tech and SAU Tech Nursing Department.  

CNA Students from left to right: Crystal Bishop, Mary Mercer, 
Kentrella Dennis, Stephanie Mercer, Christiona Davis, Chelsea Smith, 
Dorothy Williams, Whitney Booze, Shakayla Tucker, Amie Carwile, 
J’lisa Miller, and Molly Thibodeaux (not pictured) Also pictured in the 
front row Dr. Jason Morrison, Chancellor and back row Dr. Valerie 
Wilson, Vice Chancellor of Academics.  We are extremely proud of 

our students!  Be Great! Be Tech! Be a Rocket!  
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Self Employment Dreams Become Reality 

 

Kiera Hill always dreamed of owning her own self-sustaining business.  Thanks to the 
Adult Education Division of the Arkansas Department of Career Education, she’s on her 
way to doing just that. A new program has launched to assist entrepreneurs in developing 
the skills they need to be successful. And a companion scholarship helps them pay for it. 
 
“It’s always been a dream of mine,” the 28-year-old Mineral Springs shirt maker said. “I 
want to help support my family, I wanted to see my small-business grow.  The 
Entrepreneurship Program is teaching me so much: the foundations of starting a business, 
the tools to grow my business and how to give back and get support from my community.”  
 
Hill, an Adult Education student at the University of Arkansas Cossatot Adult Education 
Center, and her husband, Michael, are both students in the Arkansas Adult Education 
Entrepreneurship Program. And both received full scholarships to cover all of the costs of 
the program.  
 
“Neither of us could’ve enrolled without the help,” Hill said.  “My teacher in the GED 
program is the one who told us about the program and the scholarships.  If she hadn’t 
spoken up to tell us about the opportunity we would’ve never even known.  We’re so 
blessed to be in the right place at the right time.”  

In 2018, the Arkansas Department of Career Education, Adult Education Division was 
awarded a Rural Business Development Grant from Rural Development, an agency of the 
USDA, to provide scholarships for a Certificate of Proficiency in Entrepreneurship. 

The entrepreneurship training is administered in partnership with UA-Pulaski Tech and 
Northwest Arkansas Community College, as well as the Arkansas Small Business and 
Technology Development Center at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock, and with 
participating adult education providers. Over a twelve month period students will complete 
four online courses, a mentorship program and a final capstone project.  While classes are 
primary online, students may be required to travel for workshops and to complete their 
mentorship requirement.   

For more information or to begin this exciting journey visit: arcareered.org/startup. The 
scholarship deadline for the March 11 cohort is Feb. 21.  The deadline for the May 29 
cohort is May 10.   
 
For more information, contact: Todd Hunter at William.Hunter@arkansas.gov or  
501-682-1815.
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Legislative Luncheon 

 
A luncheon was held February 19, 2019, in the Capitol Hill Building (adjacent to the State Capitol) to 
communicate the excellent work and program concerns from Adult Education to legislators and policy-
makers in the state.   
 
Approximately 50 legislators attended the luncheon along with administrators and adult education 
program staff.  Debbie Faubus-Kendrick, Director of the Adult Education Center in Van Buren, spoke 
briefly on ways the programs contribute to student success.  She also expressed appreciation to the 
legislature for their work and continued support of the program. 
 
The luncheon was sponsored by the Arkansas Adult Education Advisory Council, the Arkansas 
Association for Continuing and Adult Education (AACAE), and the Arkansas Association for 
Administrators of Adult Education.  Dr, Faubus-Kendrick, who is also Chairman of the AACAE 
Legislative Committee, expressed her appreciation saying "many thanks to everyone who participated 
in the Adult Education Legislative Luncheon especially the staff at Arkansas Adult Learning Resource 
Center for bringing us all together”.  She encouraged her colleagues to “continue to reach out to your 
legislators especially the new members and keep them abreast of what great things are going on in 

adult education”.  
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Professional Development Offered 

The Arkansas Adult Learning Resource Center is pleased to announce two one-day workshops led by Neil 
Sturomski, a nationally recognized expert in the adult education field. The workshops are Effective Instruction:  
Focus on Reading which will take place on Tuesday, March 5th and Embedding Transition, Metacognitive, and Soft 
Skills into Reading, Writing and Math on Wednesday, March 6th.  Both workshops will take place at the Homewood 
Suites, 400 River Market Ave. Little Rock. All local programs should plan to send at least one participant to one day 
of the training.    

Effective Instruction: Focus on Reading - Adult education instructors will learn about effective and efficient 
instruction in all areas especially reading in light of the language continuum.  They will learn some practical 
ways to provide effective reading instruction to ABE students through the use of the tenants of reading – 
Alphabetics, Vocabulary, Fluency, and Comprehension.  In addition, instructors will understand strategy 
instruction – supporting students in “how” to learn. They will also understand the need to use a multi-
sensory and real-life approach to instruction in basic skills – especially reading and writing in order to 
motivate and retain students.  (Session ID:  373274)  

Embedding Transition, Metacognitive and Soft Skills into Reading, Writing, and Math - This workshop will 
be spent on learning about Soft Skills, Metacognitive Skills, and also Transition Skills.  Even more 
importantly instructors will learn how they can imbed these skills in their overall instruction and/or 
curriculum – Reading, Writing, Math, Science, and Social Studies.  In addition, participants will recognize 
the importance of these skills as their students move from adult education to postsecondary educational 
environments and careers.  (Session ID 373277) 

 To register for the workshops, visit http://www.escweb.net/ar_esc. 

    

Arkansas Community Corrections (ACC) Joins Forces with  

Arkansas Baptist College Adult Education 

 

Demetrick Warren, an Agent Parole Officer with ACC, recently presented 

information to students during a “Lunch and learn” organized by LaTasha Dale, 

Career Coach.  

 

Officer Warren shared “a day in a life of a parole officer” and spoke on the 

importance of finishing their classes and earning their GED®.  Students were able to 

ask questions about typical issues he faces as a parole officer and his journey in the 

law enforcement field.   
 

http://www.escweb.net/ar_esc
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COABE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION NOW OPEN  
 

 
  

 
 
 

Helpful Resources 
 

Find professional development opportunities offered by the  
Arkansas Adult Learning Resource Center (AALRC) 
http://aalrc.org/adminteachers/workshops.html 

 
Register for the COABE Conference, webinars and 

stay up to date with adult education’s national organization  
https://www.coabe.org/ 
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Arkansas Department of Career Education 
Three Capitol Mall, Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

  501-682-1970                   

ARCareerEducation.org 

  

Collaborate with your colleagues from around the country in New 
Orleans, Louisiana on March 31-April 3, 2019 at the Marriott New 
Orleans. 
 
Learn about new best practices and receive targeted training from 
national level speakers. Twelve strands–comprised of more than 350 
breakout sessions–will be offered, providing valuable, state-of-the-art 
training that you will be able to bring back to your adult education 
program. 
 
Join more than 2,000 conferees and enjoy numerous networking 
opportunities with your peers in adult education and around the 
country. 
 
Registration for the 2019 COABE Conference is now open!  
 

https://www.coabe.org/conference-2018/
https://www.coabe.org/conference-2018/
http://aalrc.org/adminteachers/workshops.html
https://www.coabe.org/
https://www.coabe.org/conference-2018/

